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Abstract 
The objective of this research was to prove that the use EGRA technique 
was effective in teaching passive voice to Grade X of SMA Negeri 5 Palu. 
The researcher used quasi experimental research. The research samples were 
XMIPA1 which consisted of 27 students and XMIPA3 which consisted of 
28 students. XMIPA1 was the experimental group and XMIPA3 was the 
control one. The experimental group was given treatment, while the control 
group was not. The technique of data collection was test. In analyzing the 
data, the researcher used 0.05 level of significance and 53 degree of freedom 
(df). The t-counted was 9.84 and the t-table was 2.008. It means that the t-
counted was higher than the t-table, and the hypothesis was accepted. Based 
on the result, the researcher concludes that EGRA gives significant 
difference in teaching passive voice. In other words, the use of EGRA 
technique is effective in teaching passive voice to Grade X of SMA Negeri 5 
Palu. 
Keywords: EGRA Technique, Teaching, Passive Voice.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Grammar is one of the language components that are important to be taught to the 
students if they want to communicate in English well. By having knowledge of grammar, 
they can arrange sentences correctly so that people can understand what they mean. In 
other words, their sentences should be grammatically correct. The main purpose of 
teaching English grammar is to provide the students with the basic knowledge of 
constructing group of words that can be identified into subject and predicate and it has a 
complete meaning. 
Based on the observation, the researcher found the problems faced by the students 
of SMA Negeri 5 Palu are: first, they found it difficult to identify the form of passive 
voice; second, they found it difficult to identify the form of verbs; and third, they found it 
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difficult to change active voice into passive. For example, *he reads newspaper. The 
students were asked to transform this sentence into passive sentence and they wrote 
*newspaper reads by he. Passive voice in English has be + past participle (regular and 
irregular verbs), while their first language does not have such rules. 
The problems above could be solved by using Experience, Generalization, 
Reinforcement, and Application (EGRA). It is one of the techniques in teaching grammar. 
The advantage of EGRA technique in teaching passive voice is that the students are given 
opportunity to find out the form and function of passive voice by themselves. EGRA can 
make the students more active from the beginning of the teaching process. 
EGRA is shortened form of the term Experience, Generalization, Reinforcement, 
and Application. Experience is a learning stage where the students are subconsciously 
exposed to meaningful use of a particular structure item. At this stage, the teacher begins 
the class by asking the students some leading questions related to the material that is going 
to be taught. Generalization is a learning stage where the students cooperate to find the 
form and function of passive voice. At this stage, the students are led through task to 
discover form, meaning, and function of passive voice. The teacher does not need to 
correct students’ answer, letting their creativity freely to express their ideas. 
Reinforcement is a learning stage where the teacher attempts to correct or revise the 
students’ conclusion in generalization phase. After that the students do task again to check 
their understanding. At this stage, the students will do tasks again as strengthening their 
understanding. Application is a learning stage where the students must use the form of 
passive voice that they had learned. At this stage, the students are expected to be able to 
apply the pattern of passive voice in real situation. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher conducted research in teaching 
passive voice to Grade X of SMA Negeri 5 Palu through EGRA technique in order to help 
the students to improve their ability in making passive sentences. I chose passive voice 
because the students’ comprehension of passive voice is low and they got confused how to 
use it. The researcher used EGRA technique in teaching passive voice because it has 
learning stages that can make the students understand about passive voice and make the 
students active in class and make the teacher creative when teaching passive voice. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
The design of this research was quasi experimental research design. Seliger and 
Shohamy (1989:148) explain, “Quasi experimental research is constructed from the 
e-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS)  Vol. 4 No. 2 2016 – ISSN 2331-1841 Page 3 
 
situations which already exist in the real world, and it is probably more representative of 
the conditions found in educational context”. In this research, there were control and 
experimental groups. The experimental group was given treatment, while the control group 
was not. The researcher used the formula proposed by Seliger and Shohamy (1989:149) as 
follows: 
Experimental group:       O1 X O2 
Control group:                O3     O4 
Where:  
O1 and O3 = pre-test 
O2 and 04  = post-test 
X                = treatment 
 
The researcher chose Grade X students of SMA Negeri 5 Palu as the population of 
the research. There were 117 students and they were divided in four classes. The 
distribution is in the following table. 
 
Table  
Distribution of Population 
No Classes Number of Students 
1. 
2.  
3. 
4. 
X MIPA 1 
X MIPA 2 
X MIPA 3 
X MIPA 4 
27 students 
33 students 
28 students 
29 students 
 Total 117 students 
 
The researcher used purposive sampling. She divided the students into two groups: 
control and experimental. The students of X MIPA1 were the experimental group while 
the students of X MIPA3 were the control group. The researcher chose both classes 
because the English teacher suggested to choose them. The two classes had problems in 
grammar, especially passive voice. 
The researcher used test as a research instrument. There were two kinds of tests: 
pre test and post test. The pre test was conducted before the treatment, and the post test 
was given after the treatment. The researcher got the data after conducting the test. 
The researcher used test as data collection technique. The test was used to measure 
the knowledge of students. The researcher used the test to get the objective score. There 
were two kinds of tests used in this research. The pre test was conducted before the 
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treatment to measure the prior knowledge of the students. The researcher used deciding 
and transformation item test. The distribution is in the following. 
 
Table 2 
 Distribution of Pre-test 
 
No. Test  Number of Items Maximum Scores 
1. 
2. 
Deciding 
Transformation Item 
15 
15 
15 
60 
 Total 30 75 
 
Both tests above consisted of 15 items. The maximum score was 75. There were 15 
items in deciding test in which each correct answer got 1 score and 15 items in 
transformation item test in which it had 4 scores for each correct item. The maximum 
score of the test was 75. Scoring rubric was used below. 
 
Table 3 
 Scoring Rubric of Objective Test 
 
Criteria Scores 
Right answer 
 
Wrong answer 
1 
 
0 
 
 
Table 4 
 Scoring Rubric 
 
Criteria Scores 
Using correct subject, object, be, and verb in passive 
construction. 
Wrong in using subject, object, be, or verb in passive 
construction. 
Using correct be and verb, or subject and object in 
passive construction. 
Correct in using subject, be, verb, or object in passive. 
All wrong in using passive/no answer.  
4 
 
3 
 
2 
 
1 
 
0 
 
(Adapted from KTSP 2006) 
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The researcher conducted the pre test for the control and the experimental group. 
The researcher compared the result between them. After conducting the pre test, the 
researcher gave treatment for the experimental group. 
After the treatment, the researcher administered post-test. The kind and difficulty 
level of the post-test was the same as the pre test. The post test was used to see the 
improvement after the treatment. It was to measure whether the use of EGRA technique in 
teaching passive voice to Grade X of SMA Negeri 5 Palu was effective or not. The 
obtained data was analyzed statistically  and to determine the individual score, the 
researcher used formula proposed by Sutomo (1985:123) as follows:  
Individual score = 
             
              
  X 100 
To compute the mean of the pre-test and the post-test of the experimental and the 
control group using formula proposed by Hatch and Farhady (1982:55): 
 ̅  
  
 
 
Where: 
 ̅    = mean score 
∑x = value achieved 
N   = total number of students 
 
After getting the mean score of both experimental and control groups, the 
researcher computed squared deviation. In order to find out a significant difference 
between them, the researcher used a t-test formula proposed by Arikunto (2006:312) as 
follows: 
∑   ∑    
     
 
 
∑   ∑    
     
 
 
Where: 
∑                                          
∑                                    
N        = number of students 
 
Then, the researcher analyzed the data in order to find out the significant difference 
or testing hypothesis by using t-count formula as proposed by Arikunto (2006:311) as 
follows: 
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If the t-counted is higher than the t-table, the hypothesis is accepted or there is 
significant influence. In other words, the use of EGRA technique is effective in teaching 
passive voice. In contrast, if the t-counted is lower than the t-table, the hypothesis is 
rejected or there is no significant influence of using the technique in teaching passive 
voice. 
 
FINDINGS 
In collecting the data, the researcher used test as the instrument of the research. It 
means that the collected data of the research was in the form of numeric data. There were 
two kinds of test in this research; pre test and post test. The pre test was administered 
before the treatment to find out the students’ achivement. The post test was administered 
after the treatment. The result of each test was compared to measure whether the use of 
EGRA technique is effective in teaching passive voice of Grade X of SMA Negeri 5 Palu.  
Before giving treatment, the researcher administered a test (pre test) to find out the 
basic knowledge of the students’ ability in making passive sentence. The researcher 
conducted pre test on September 12
th
 2015. The researcher computed the result score of 
the pre test of the experimental and the control group as can be seen in the following table. 
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Table 5: 
Result of the Pre-test of the Experimental and Control Group 
No 
Initials of the 
Experimental 
group 
Scores 
Initials of the 
Control 
Group 
Scores 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
AI 
AJ 
AM 
AN 
AP 
CK 
DP 
DS 
ER 
Fb 
FN 
FT 
IG 
JJ 
Ma 
MJ 
MN 
MS 
MS 
ND 
Nf 
Nf 
NH 
NZ 
PC 
Rw 
UA 
49.33 
69.33 
29.33 
50.66 
37.33 
48 
38.66 
40 
37.33 
34.66 
37.33 
46.66 
80 
56 
26.66 
29.33 
30.66 
82.66 
76 
61.33 
32 
41.33 
36 
68 
38.66 
54.66 
44 
AA 
AG 
AL 
CA 
CV 
DS 
ED 
ES 
FA 
GA 
Ir 
Km 
MG 
MR 
Mw 
Nh 
NI 
NN 
NR 
RA 
Rd 
Sa 
SP 
SS 
SS 
St 
TB 
Um 
66.66 
64 
69.33 
76 
88 
57.33 
88 
86.66 
74.66 
76 
78.66 
86.66 
89.33 
65.33 
86.66 
66.66 
69.33 
65.33 
89.33 
66.66 
65.33 
65.33 
65.33 
72 
66.66 
69.33 
80 
77.33 
Total Scores 1275.91  2071.9 
 
Based on the table, it can be seen that the highest score of the experimental group is 
82.66 and the lowest score is 29.33, while the highest score of the control group is 89.33 
and the lowest one is 57.33. After calculating the total score, the researcher computed the 
mean score of the experimental group and the control group by using the formula proposed 
by Hatch and Farhady (1982:55), after calculating the data, the researcher found the mean 
score of pre test of the experimental group is 47.25 and the control group is 73.99. The 
mean score of pre test of the control group is higher than the experimental one.  
After conducting the treatment for the experimental group, the researcher 
administered post test to measure the effectiveness of using EGRA technique in teaching 
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passive voice. The researcher used the same type of test as in the pre-test but different 
question as well in order to find out whether there was any impact after the researcher 
applied the treatment. The result of the post test of the experimental and the control group 
is presented as follows. 
Table 6 
Result of the Post-test of the Experimental and Control Group 
No 
Initials of the 
Experimental 
Group 
Scores 
Initials of the 
Control 
Group 
Scores 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
AI 
AJ 
AM 
AN 
AP 
CK 
DP 
DS 
ER 
Fb 
FN 
FT 
IG 
JJ 
Ma 
MJ 
MN 
MS 
MS 
ND 
Nf 
Nf 
NH 
NZ 
PC 
Rw 
UA 
76 
89.33 
88 
77.33 
89.33 
92 
90.66 
77.33 
77.33 
76 
86.66 
85.33 
85.33 
82.66 
86.66 
76 
78.66 
94.66 
90.66 
97.33 
76 
94.66 
76 
94.66 
94.66 
93.33 
97.33 
 
AA 
AG 
AL 
CA 
CV 
DS 
ED 
ES 
FA 
GA 
Ir 
Km 
MG 
MR 
Mw 
Nh 
NI 
NN 
NR 
RA 
Rd 
Sa 
SP 
SS 
SS 
St 
TB 
Um 
58.66 
81.33 
84 
64 
82.66 
84 
81.33 
92 
85.33 
81.33 
85.33 
82.66 
85.33 
65.33 
78.66 
80 
81.33 
78.66 
65.33 
82.66 
72 
82.66 
81.33 
64 
78.66 
80 
81.33 
85.33 
Total Scores 2323.9  2205.24 
 
Based on the table, it can be seen that the highest score of the experimental group is 
96.33 and the lowest score is 76, while the highest score of control group is 92 and the 
lowest one is 58.66. After calculating the total score, the researcher computed the mean 
score of post test of the experimental group and the control group. After calculating the 
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data, it can be seen that the mean score of post test of the experimental group is 86.07, and 
the control group is 78.75.  
After getting the mean score of the pre test and the post test, the researcher 
continued to count the mean deviation and square deviation as follows. 
Table 7 
Deviation and Square Deviation of Experimental Group 
 
No 
 
Initials 
Scores Deviation 
(D) 
Square 
Deviation (D
2
) 
Pretest Posttest 
1 AI 49.33 76 26.67 711.28 
2 AJ 69.33 89.33 20 400 
3 AM 29.33 88 58.67 3442.16 
4 AN 50.66 77.33 26.67 711.28 
5 AP 37.33 89.33 52 2704 
6 CK 48 92 44 1936 
7 DP 38.66 90.66 52 2704 
8 DS 40 77.33 37.33 1393.52 
9 ER 37.33 77.33 40 1600 
10 Fb 34.66 76 41.34 1708.99 
11 FN 37.33 86.66 49.33 2433.44 
12 FT 46.66 85.33 38.67 1495.36 
13 IG 80 85.33 5.33 28.40 
14 JJ 56 82.66 26.66 710.75 
15 Ma 26.66 86.66 60 3600 
16 MJ 29.33 76 46.67 2178.08 
17 MN 30.66 78.66 48 2304 
18 MS 82.66 94.66 12 144 
19 MS 76 90.66 14.66 214.91 
20 ND 61.33 97.33 36 1296 
21 Nf 32 76 44 1936 
22 Nf 41.33 94.66 53.33 2844.08 
23 NH 36 76 40 1600 
24 NZ 68 94.66 26.66 710.75 
25 PC 38.66 94.66 56 3136 
26 Rw 54.66 93.33 38.67 1495.36 
27 UA 44 97.33 53.33 2844.08 
Total Scores         46282.44 
 
By looking at the table, it can be seen that the highest derivation (d) score is 60 and 
the lowest deviation is 12, while the highest square deviation (d
2
) is 3600 and the lowest 
square deviation is 28.40. After getting the deviation, the researcher calculated the mean 
deviation and square deviation of the experimental group, the researcher got 38.81 for 
mean deviation and 5605.3 for square deviation of the experimental group. 
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After computing the deviation of the experimental group, the researcher also 
computed the deviation of the control group. The data are in the following. 
Table 8 
Deviation and Square Deviation of Control Group 
 
No  
 
Initials  
Scores  Deviation 
(D) 
Square 
Deviation 
(D
2
) 
Pretest  Posttest  
1 AA 66.66 58.66 -8 64 
2 AG 64 81.33 17.33 300.32 
3 AL 69.33 84 14.67 215.20 
4 CA 76 64 -12 144 
5 CV 88 82.66 -5.34 28.51 
6 DS 57.33 84 26.67 711.28 
7 ED 88 81.33 -6.67 44.48 
8 ES 86.66 92 5.34 28.51 
9 FA 74.66 85.33 10.67 113.84 
10 GA 76 81.33 5.33 28.40 
11 Ir 78.66 85.33 6.67 44.48 
12 Km 86.66 82.66 -4 16 
13 MG 89.33 85.33 -4 16 
14 MR 65.33 65.33 0 0 
15 Mw 86.66 78.66 -8 64 
16 Nh 66.66 80 13.34 177.95 
17 Nl 69.33 81.33 12 144 
18 NN 65.33 78.66 13.33 177.68 
19 NR 89.33 65.33 -24 576 
20 RA 66.66 82.66 16 256 
21 Rd 65.33 72 6.67 44.48 
22 Sa 65.33 82.66 17.33 300.32 
23 SP 65.33 81.33 16 256 
24 SS 72 64 -8 64 
25 SS 66.66 78.66 12 144 
26 St 69.33 80 10.67 113.84 
27 TB 80 81.33 1.33 1.76 
28 Um 77.33 85.33 8 64 
Total Scores  133.34  4139.05 
 
The highest deviation of the control group is 26.67, and the square deviation is 
711.28. After getting the deviation and the square deviation of the control group, the 
research calculated the mean deviation of the control group. The mean deviation of the 
control group is 4.76. Furthermore, the researcher computed the square deviation of the 
control group. The square deviation of the control group is 3504.07. 
Next, the researcher computed the t-counted to find out the significant difference 
between the control group and the experimental group. Based on the calculation of the t-
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counted, the researcher got 9.84. Testing hypothesis was done to find out whether the 
treatment conducted was successful or not. If the t-counted is higher than the t-table, it 
means that the hypothesis is accepted. In other words, the use of EGRA technique is 
effective in teaching passive voice at Grade X of SMA Negeri 5 Palu, especially in simple 
present tense. 
The result of the data analysis shows that the t-counted is 9.84. By applying 0.05 
level of significance with the degree of freedom (df) Nx + Ny – 2 = 53, the researcher get 
the t-table of 2.008. The researcher compared the t-counted (9.84) and the t-table (2.008). 
It shows that the t-counted is higher than the t-table. It means that the research hypothesis 
is accepted. In other words, the use of EGRA technique is effective in teaching passive 
voice at Grade X students of SMA Negeri 5 Palu. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The research objective was to prove the use of EGRA technique is effective in 
teaching passive voice at Grade X students of SMA Negeri 5 Palu. The researcher limited 
his research in simple present tense. Widiyati and Cahyono in Resnayanti (2012:29) state 
that an example of grammar presentation technique which is once popular in teaching 
grammar is the EGRA, suggesting a sequence of instruction, moving from giving example, 
drawing generalization, providing reinforcement, and assigning tasks to students for 
application. By using this technique, the students are given opportunity to find out the 
form and function of the sentence by themselves. Every stage of EGRA has a particular 
objective. The objective of the experience to expose a particular structure item in use. The 
objective of generalization is that learners better remember conclusion about form and 
function. They make by themselves. The objective of the reinforcement helps the students 
to check or revise their generalization. And the objective of the application uses or applies 
structure items learned in the previous stage to communicate information or massages 
(Adrian, 1998). 
First, the researcher conducted pre test for both groups, the experimental and the 
control group. It was to measure the prior knowledge of the students. According the data, 
the mean score of the pre-test of the experimental group is 47.25 and the control group is 
73.99. The control group’s mean score is higher than the experimental group’s. Of 27 
numbers of the students of the experimental group and of 28 numbers of students of the 
control group, only 22.22% or 3 of the experimental group’s students has passed the 
standard score, while 42.85% or 12 of the control group’s students has passed. 
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Next, the researcher began to give treatment to the experimental group. The 
treatment was constructed eight times. The researcher applied EGRA technique as 
treatment. First, in the Experience stage, the teacher asked the students some leading 
questions related to the material. Second, in the Generalization stage, the teacher let the 
students to make conclusion about the form, meaning, and function of passive voice. 
Third, in the Reinforcement stage, the teacher checked the students’ conclusion and 
strengthen the students by giving new tasks. And the last, in the Application stage, the 
teacher asked the students to make passive voice. 
After giving treatment, the researcher conducted post test to measure the 
improvement of both groups. Based on the calculation, the mean score of the experimental 
group is 86.07 and the mean of the control group is 78.75. There has been an improvement 
for both groups. The improvement of the experimental group is higher than the control 
group. The improvement is the percentage of the students who obtained the passing grade, 
for the experimental group, 100% or all of students obtained the passing grade, while 75% 
or 21 of control group students obtained it. The evidence can be seen from the t-counted 
value (9.84) which is higher than the t-table (2.008). The researcher concludes that the use 
of EGRA technique is effective in teaching passive voice at Grade X students of SMA 
Negeri 5. 
Referring to the findings above, the researcher relates the findings to the previous 
studies by Nurmala (2013) and Agam (2002). Nurmala (2013) found that EGRA technique 
could increase the students’ grammar mastery. The result of the pretest shows that 30% of 
the students got sufficient grammar mastery, 66.6% got fairly sufficient in grammar 
mastery and 3.33% got poor in grammar mastery. Compared with the result on the post 
test, it is shown that 33.3% was good in grammar, 36.6% was sufficient in grammar, 3.3% 
was fairly sufficient, and no student was poor in grammar. It was found that the t-counted 
(4.590) was higher than t-table (1.699). It means that her hypothesis was accepted. 
Similarly, Agam (2002) found that EGRA technique could improve students’ ability 
in writing recount text. From the result of pre test, we can see that 12% of the students of 
the experimental group could pass the KKM (65) and 9% students of the control group 
could pass the KKM (65). After the treatment, it was found that 25% students of the 
experimental group could pass the KKM (65) and 13% students of the control group could 
pass the KKM (65). Next, the t-counted (9.766) was higher than the t-table (2.074). It 
means that the hypothesis was accepted. 
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By looking at the findings in this research and also in the previous researchers, the 
researcher shows that EGRA technique is one of the effective techniques in teaching 
passive voice. By using this technique, the students are given opportunity to find out the 
form and function of the sentence by themselves. Helena (2004:2) argues that EGRA 
technique is an effective way to create lively interaction among the students. EGRA 
technique can make the students active. Brown (1994:351) argues that it is built more 
intrinsic motivation by allowing the students to discover rules rather than being told them. 
  
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Based on the data analysis, the researcher concludes that the result of the data 
analysis indicates that the research hypothesis is accepted. It is proven by comparing the 
score between the t-counted and the t-table, where the result of the t-counted (9.84) is 
higher than the t-table (2.008). The experimental group has been given treatment by 
applying EGRA technique. In short, the use of EGRA technique is effective in teaching 
passive voice at Grade X students of SMA Negeri 5, especially in simple present tense. 
Finally, at the end of this research, the researcher wants to give suggestion to 
teachers, students, and reader. First, English teachers need to use EGRA technique in 
teaching grammar, especially passive voice. Second, students do not be shy to ask when 
they get difficulties in particular topic. Furthermore, readers find the result of this research 
useful. 
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